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§8 Documents 

I cannot tell you how unpleasant my situation is — the citizens 
have taken a stampede and it is almost impossible to give them 
any confidence. Besides, they have good grounds for their be- 
lief. I think it is very dangerous myself, to remain and I shall 
not stay unless the Hancock or some other steamer comes and 
cruises at the lower end of the Sound. If they should go to 
Seattle, as the Massachusetts did and stay there all the time, 
there would not be a man left in the county. They only remain 
now waiting for the arrival of a steamer, and trusting to Provi- 
dence not to be murdered in the meantime. 

The information in regard to the canoes can be relied on, not 
as coming from Webster (for he never was known to' tell the 
truth) but from the Indian Frazer, whom I know well and would 
believe, in a matter of this kind, as soon as a white man. He has 
also told all of his tillicums here and put them on their guard. 
My Indians are terribly alarmed. 

By the way, Webster laid down in the canoe and Frazer cov- 
ered him with mats so that they could not see him — he did not 
move his head until he had passed them some distance. 

I hope to have a little better organization amongst the citizens 
before long. If we had some powder, lead and caps and one 
big gun in my block house (there being one already in the sta- 
tion), it would tend very much to restore confidence. Very resp. 

Your Obt. servant, 

(Sgd.) E. C. FITZHUGH. 

Fourteen canoes were seen going into the cove 6 miles from 
Victoria, about 450 Stickenes and Hyders painted and equipped 
for war. Four large canoes yesterday on Lopez Island. One 
canoe, supposed to contain 80 men were in to look after us last 
night (7th) retired after being fired into. They are all around us 
and gathering nearer every day. FITZHUGH. 



Two Documents About Chief Leschi. 

Governor McMullin was evidently desirous that justice should 
not miscarry if he could prevent it so he wrote this letter early 
in the morning. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, W. T., 
Olympia, January 22nd, 1858. l / 2 past 2 A. M. 

Lieut. Col. Silas Casey, Comm'd'g, Fort Steilacoom. 

Sir: I am just in receipt of a communication by express from 
the Sheriff of Pierce County informing me that he called upon you 
last evening, and requested you to furnish him today with suffi- 
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cient guard to protect him, in the discharge of his duty in exe- 
cuting the Indian Leschi who is now a prisoner confined at Fort 
Steilacoom and condemned to death. 

He further informs me that your answer to him was that if 
you were formally requested by some person having authority, 
that you might or you might not furnish such guard. 

I have therefore respectfully to request that you furnish Such 
guard to George Williams, the Sheriff of Pierce County, as shall 
be necessary to protect him in the execution of his duty in the 
hanging of Leschi. I am, Sir, Very respectfully, 

Your Most Obt. Servant, 
(Sgd) FAYETTE McMULLIN, 

Governor of Washington Territory. 

The following letter shows no sign as to whom it was written, 
but it was found among other papers bearing the names of 
Governors Stevens and McMullin and was no doubt written for 
one of them. 

Olympia, Washington Territory, May 4th, 1858. 
Dr Sir: 

Complying with the request made in your note of the 30th 
April, I have carefully examined the communication addressed 
by you to Hon. John B. Floyd, Secretary of War, in which a 
statement of the facts connected with the trial and execution of 
the Indian Chief "Leschi" is made, and will freely give you my 
opinion in regard to their correctness. Without entering into 
the minute details of the case, you have given its true general 
history from the time it came before the Courts, in a very con- 
cise manner. You might have added with perfect propriety that 
no criminal of any age, sex, or color, ever had a fairer trial 
than "Leschi". The investigation was deliberate, impartial and 
complete, his Senior Counsel is the oldest Attorney in our Terri- 
tory, and ranks as one of the ablest criminal plea.ders on the 
Pacific Coast, his Junior was as active and energetic as the 
sequel proved him to be unscrupulous and dishonest. The for- 
mer permitted no in the investigation and did all for his 

client that a correct, upright attorney could have done ; the 
latter took all advantages offered by loopholes in the Law. or 
that could have been practiced by the most artful Pettifogger. 
But this is the inference naturally drawn from your statement 
of the case as it stands upon the record. Tt is unnecessary for 
me to add anything further than my full endorsement of that 
statement. Yours truly, 

(Sgd) BUTLER P. ANDERSON, 

Pros. Atty. Washington Territory. 



